The SCS proposes to channelize a major portion of the creek and of the area where it joins Escondido Creek, to prevent future flooding within the town. The purpose of the survey was to ascertain if any archaeological sites, prehistoric or historic, would be affected by the project, and to obtain an inventory of such sites where they exist. Standard archaeological procedures were followed during the course of the work, including preliminary documentary research and intensive survey in the field.
PRELIMINARY RESEARCH
Before undertaking the field survey, a search was made of the files of recorded archeological sites at the Texas Archeological Research Laboratory at Austin for sites previously documented within the modification area. project .. According to local informants one of the first settlers and a major landowner ''las J .~1. Nichols, for whom the creek was undoubtedly named, whose rock house was about a mile south of town (Didear 1969 ).
In recent history, a number of processing plants have been located on land between the railroad and Nichols Creek, including a cottonseed oil plant which is no longer in operation, and some of whose buildings have been taken down or allowed to collapse, leaving various concrete slabs and piles of rubble. There also was a brief period when hot mineral wells attracted tourists to a site near the creek just north of the center of town (Didear 1969; Webb 1952) .
FIELD SURVEY
Since the proposed channelization includes widening the present channel, eliminating bends in the creeks, and filling old stream channels, a thorough examination was given both banks of Nichols Creek, plus areas across which the channel will cut. The survey was begun at the southern are no such sites in the area, either buried in the alluvial soil along the creeks, or just outside the channel itself. Therefore, caution should be taken in any work in \vhich the· disturbance of the soil is involved outside the immediate limits of the creek channels. Although no further archaeological work is recommended, it is urged that appropriate archaeological agencies be contacted should materials of prehistoric or historic significance be found during the modification process.
